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From The Pastor’s Desk
June 2026

Dear Friends,

It’s already been since the end of April that
the Northeast Minnesota Synod convened for
synod assembly. There is an informative
synopsis written by the outgoing synod vice president here:
Summary of the Synod Assembly.

Following the assembly, some area pastors gathered for our
Tuesday morning text study. One of the pastors mused “isn’t it odd
that bishops are elected?” Perhaps, but given who we are and where
we live, it’s difficult to think of a better process to fill the office.
Our Roman Catholic siblings have a complicated selection process
that doesn’t ultimately rely upon votes, up until the selection of the
Bishop of Rome (the pope!). For us, there are two significant dates
to mark the selection of a new NEMN Synod bishop: June 13" is
the retirement celebration of Bishop Amy Odgren; September 12
is the installation of Bishop Taryn Montgomery.

As we welcome a new bishop, we are grateful for the familiar faces
of our returning seasonal members. We should also be mindful that
there are more visitors in our midst during the summer months. Be
prepared to greet and welcome people who come seeking God’s
grace alongside of us. Our guiding scriptures for the coming months
come from the Gospel of Matthew and Paul’s letter to the Romans.
These two books balance each other; they show us the “law and
gospel” dynamic that is God’s saving work. May God’s grace rest
in your hearts as we enjoy the warmth of summer.

Peace and Joy,
Pastor Leif
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Church Council

Meeting minutes

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

May 20, 2026 - St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall and Zoom

Present: Pastor Leif, Russ Torkelson,

Chuck Forsgren, Deen Swart, Shirley Johnson,
Laura Ristow, and Tonia Kahler.

Absent: Ron Wedin and Lewie Schrupp

The meeting was convened at 9:31 a.m.
Devotions: Pastor Leif

President’s Opening Prayer

Mission Statement: “Proclaiming and serving
Christ in the Heartland and beyond”
Additions to Agenda — Pilot Ad, Temporary
highway sign

Secretary’s Minutes — MSP to accept as
printed.

Treasurer’s Report — MSP to accept as printed.

Pastor’s Report — in newsletter

Committee Reports:

Property report — included in the newsletter.
Tech team report — included in newsletter.
WELCA report — included in the newsletter.

Old and Ongoing Business:

1. The electronic sign has been removed and
relocated. A decision on the future of the
sign will need to be made. Property
committee continues to take the lead on this
project. Chuck Forsgren provided an update.

2. Deen continues to work with the Kitchen
Coordinators on improvement ideas. Deen
has created a letter listing multiple Service
Opportunities for St. Paul’s members. You
will be receiving it soon. Please consider
volunteering.

3. Review current Membership List to
determine if updates are needed. Deen,
Shirley and Tonia have volunteered to work
on this. Ron Wedin has volunteered to
provide a brief review on the use of the
Church Directory. Ongoing

4. Funding of activities. Discussion on how/by
which committee different activities/events
are funded determined that we have an

opportunity for improvement to document
responsibilities. Chuck to speak with
committee chairs and provide feedback at
next month’s meeting. Ongoing.

5. Discussion was held on the need for
additional committee members on numerous
committees. If you have any questions and/or
interest in how you can help, please contact
Tammy or a Council Member.

6. The Columbarium Committee is busy
updating their bylaws. Once complete they
will submit to the Council for approval.
Ongoing

New Business:

1. Council approved St. Paul’s sponsoring the
Kids Fishing Contest on July 21%. In
addition, MSP to approve Hackensack
Children’s Fishing Contest procedure A-21.

2. MSP to purchase an ad for the Pilot’s Church
directory insert.

3. MSP to purchase a temporary sign (not to
exceed $500) that will be placed near
Highway 371.

4. Decision made to have a burger bash in
conjunction with God’s Work our Hands
Sunday.

Upcoming Events:

Kid’s Fishing Contest — July 21, 2026

Blood Drive — August 18, 2026

God’s Work Our Hands — September 13, 2026

Devotions for next meeting — Russ Torkelson
Next Council Meeting Date — June 17, 2026 @
9:30

Meeting adjourned with The Lord’s Prayer at
10:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by

Tonia Kahler, Council Secretary



June Birthdays

Don J.
Evelyn B.
Jim J.
Barb H.
Judy S.

Louise H.

Missions

SEAFARER’S CENTER

The Twin Ports Ministry to Seafarers began with a grain
millers strike in 1964. At that time, Norbert Mokos was serving
as one of the pastors at Concordia Lutheran in Duluth. With
numerous ships at anchor, with foreign sailors stranded for
several weeks in the Twin Ports, Mokos saw the plight of these
strangers.

With the support of volunteers, ship visits began with a shuttle
service from ships to town. Books and magazines were made
available, translators secured. Rev Mokos visited those who
were hospitalized.

In 1969 Twin Ports Ministry was established on the biblical
concept of hospitality.

The Seafarers Center offers assistance and friendship to Seafarers
from a multitude of ethnic and national backgrounds, respecting
the faith traditions of crew members. Ship visitors take time to
listen to the stories of crew members either in one of the 15
passenger vans, at the Seafarers Center, or onboard a ship. As a
result, both the lives of the volunteer and the seafarer are
enriched.

The address of the Seafarers Center is 2024 West 3" St, Duluth,
phone 218-727-5897.

Submitted by Sharon Schwegel
Mission Interpreter
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WELCA Spring Fling
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Each year the ladies of St. Paul’s make our sweet and
spicy garlic dill pickles for the Country Fair fundraiser,
j une 2 1 and they are always a big hit.

We plan to make pickles on Thursday June 11"
beginning at 10:30 a.m. following a brief WELCA
meeting which begins at 9:30 a.m.

If you are unable to attend the meeting, feel free show
up at 10:30 a.m. to join in pickle making.

Bring a friend! We expect to be finished by noon. A
light lunch will be furnished.




save the date!
The 42nd Annual
Country Fair is scheduled

We are excited after a break last year to gather
once again to enjoy:
___ Morning Coffee and rolls
A Lunch
Arts and Crafts
Plants
Bake Sale
Sweet and Spicy Pickles
Nearly New Sale
Quilt Raffle
$1 Root Beer Floats

There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex
volunteers are needed and appreciated !
A space in the fellowship hall will be set up to bring
in donations for the nearly new sale starting in June.
For the Nearly New sale we encourage you to bring
items that are in good shape and will sell. We do not
take clothing. Please plan on picking up your items
that remain after the sale. Handling all the unsold
items can create a problem after the event.
Thank you for your consideration.




Property Committee

Tech Report

Tech Report 5/18/26 wedding vows, and baptisms. The pew mics

will help people at home hear the
1. We are testing the new wireless microphone sys- congregation.
tem. It has 4 microphones which include 2 lapel B. Install a new mixer in the choir loft. This
microphones, and 2 handheld microphones. This allows us to adjust individually the piano,
replaces our outlawed wireless microphones and organ, and the choir microphones.
gives us more flexibility when having visiting 4. Chuck is still working on the Policy/Procedures
pastors and use them during annual meetings and manual. Still gathering and updating existing
funerals. procedures. This is a hardcopy in a 3-ring binder
2. We are adjusting the new sound system. Please kept in the Conference room. And it is in our
let us know how the piano, choir, and sanctuary Media2 folder for storage. More to come on this.
singer’s sound!
3. The next steps for the sound system are: Many Thanks to Mike, Tammy, Tim, and Kim for all
A. To add microphones in the sanctuary-1in  your efforts!
front of the altar, and 1 on each side of the If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions
pews. The altar mic would be used for please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Chuck Forsgren 402-525-1127
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Property Committee

Meeting minutes

ST. PAUL’S MAY 2026 PROPERTY
COMMITTEE REPORT
May 12, 2026, After cleanup

Members Present: Russ Torkelson, Jim Madland,
Dave Kahler, Chuck Forsgren, Jim Jacobson,
Pastor Leif, Dan Knicely, Lewie Schrupp,
Deloris Ressen, Shirley Johnsoon

Members Absent: Terry Bergstrom

OLD BUSINESS:

ELETRONIC SIGN: Chuck has marked where the
electronic sign can be located with verification by
Rob with the City and MN DOT. He is still waiting
on an estimate from the sign company. MN Power
has quoted $1,200.00 to reconnect the sign. Chuck
is expecting to have more information next month.

NEW SIDEWALK FINISHING: Dave Kahler will
contact Northfork regarding cracking. After
Committee discussion, Dave will purchase a product
to fill the cracks. The Clean-up Crew raked and
seeded grass beside the new sidewalk.

SPRING CLEAN-UP went quite well. The Property
Committee appreciates the 21 members who are
willing to help. Discussion was held regarding the
Ash Tree that is hanging over the Solar Panels. Russ
Torkelson will approach the owner of the Owl’s
Nest to request permission to prune the branches
hanging over the panels. If pruning is allowed, Russ
will secure a bid from Rolland Tree Service for a
quotation.

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY PROJECTS:

Jim Jacobson offered to purchase and install a Water
Filter in the Conference Room Sink to reduce lime
buildup on the faucets.

Jim Jacobson and Chuck Forsgren will install timers
on exterior lights for safety during dark winter
evenings when leaving exit doors.

NEW BUSINESS:

HANGING MICROPHONES IN SANCTUARY:
The tech team wants to add 3 microphones in the
Sanctuary hanging from the ceiling. 1 over the
congregation on each side, and 1 in front of the altar
in the center. These mics will be about 8 feet up
from the floor and will give us better sound during
weddings and church services. Tech team will
purchase them using Designated Tech fund.

Dan Hed construction will install them at no charge.
The Committee discussed and voted to approve
the installation.

PRINTER IN TAMMY’S OFFICE:

The old printer copier in Tammy's office is not being
used. Space can be used to make room for a
Columbarium file cabinet. The Committee discussed
the request and voted to approve disposal of the
obsolete printer. Chuck will contact MARCO to see if
they will pick it up for free.

We turned the water on for the North water spigot.
Rainbow lawns have quit servicing our sprinkler
system, Sprinkler Pro is going to start-they are going to
meet with Jim Jacobson next week to go over the
system. (Sprinkler Pro guy used to work for Rainbow)
to familiarize them with the system.

ADJOURN:

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, July 14, 2026. 9:30 AM



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA

Our Congregation is centered
upon the person of Jesus Christ
our Lord, Head of the Church
and of this congregation. As
members of Christ’s Church,
we seek to be His disciples as
we serve each other, members
of our community, and His

Church throughout the world.

“Proclaiming and Serving
Christ in the Heartland and

beyond”

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA

Mailing Address

P.0. Box 307
Hackensack, MN 56452
Physical Address

220 Third St.
Hackensack, MN 56452

Phone: 218-675-6335

Website: stpaulselcahackensack.org
Email:
stpauls@stpaulselcahackensack.org

Quilt Raffle

Tickets

$2.00 raffle tickets can
be purchased in the
Narthex for the
“Beneath the Stars”
quilt. It features a
classic star pattern,
measuring 87”x 104”
professionally
machine quilted. Drawing for this quilt will be at 2:00 p.m. July 15th
at St. Paul’s 42nd Annual Country Fair.
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