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Women’s Convention Report 
On June 15 & 16 Sharon S. and Diane Z. attended the NEMN    

Synodical women’s convention in Grand Rapids. There are 5 syn-

ods in MN. We are in the NE synod (along with 130 other       

Churches.) There are 5 conferences in the NE synod. Living Waters 

is St. Paul’s conference. LW received a trophy for having the  

Highest percentage of  churches represented at the Grand  Rapids 

convention.  

Last Fall at God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, our congregation         

assembled 60 School Kits and rolled 200 bandages. We Took 

those , along with 3 Quilts Made by our Monday morning quilt 

group  This chart shows what was brought to the convention for 

LWR and GHM. 

2133  Quilts for Lutheran World Relief 

  876  School Kits (LWR) 

  241  Personal Care Kits (LWR) 

  265  Baby Care Kits (LWR) 

  149  Fabric Kits (LWR) 

  865  Newborn Kits (Global Health Ministries) 

  109  Aids/Hospice Kits (GHM) 

8374  Roll’s of Rolled Bandages( GHM) 

   800  Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund (LWR)                                        

 Global Health Ministries Shipping (GHM) 

Gifts given locally 

1143 Quilts         

July 2026 
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Dear Friends, 

I hope your summer is going well after the long 

winter the Hackensack area experienced. The snow 

just kept reappearing into March, so the warmth and 

light of June is most welcome. 

The summer months align with the liturgical season 

of Pentecost. It is the long season after Easter that 

runs until Christ the King Sunday and into the new 

year season of Advent in November. This year our 

gospel readings primarily come from the Book of 

Matthew, the First Gospel. The book is a work of 

literary genius that makes the case that Jesus is the 

legitimate heir of the royal house of King David. 

With Jesus as king, his followers have become 

God’s chosen people who now have the mission to 

tell the world of the Lord’s good favor. 

That’s the good news. But Matthew also holds         

challenges. We might despair, knowing that Jesus 

calls us to lose our life for his sake in order to find it 

(Matt. 10:39). Who among us is ready for that          

discipleship? Who among us is that brave or       

faithful? It is therefore a blessing that we are        

reminded by the Apostle Paul in his letter to the   

Romans that God determines our outcomes. Paul 

reminds us again and again that salvation does not 

rest on our work or willpower. We were baptized 

into the death of Christ, that we might live with him. 

Though we may fail to live as we are called, being 

dead to sin and alive to God, still this failure is not 

the end of the story. For nothing (including our    

failures) “in all creation will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 

Perhaps you are having the best summer you’ve   

ever experienced. Or perhaps you feel                      

disappointment because of illness or injury or lack 

of time, energy or resources. Wherever you are         

living, listen with your community at St. Paul’s to 

God’s word of affection for you. Your creator and 

redeemer will not be separated from you, his        

beloved. 

 

Peace and Joy, 

Pastor Leif 

From The Pastor’s Desk    July 2026 
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Hey! the door is 

a jar again. It 

sure was fun 

being chased!  

Please Shut all the 

doors behind you! 



July         
Birthdays 

 

Ben C. 

Denny T. 

Chris S. 

Char B. 

Ilene J. 

Sylvia P. 

Gail D. 

Judy C. N. 

Edie J. 

Missions 

                              COMMUNITY GARDEN 

 

Remer Community Garden’s manager, Laura Moraczewski, an 

Extension Master Gardener volunteer, responded to an article in a 

local newspaper seeking people to help revitalize the Remer 

Community Gardn, and helped to make it a giving garden.  She 

has helped the garden produce 9,600 pounds of produce in the 

past four years, donating to the adjacent food shelf.  Local     

businesses donated funds for material and apple trees.   

More than 100 students from Northland School District gathered 

in the garden’s high tunnel, planting carrots and potatoes in grow 

bags. “Children are excited to see a seedling sprout or to pull a 

Yukon gold potato from a grow bag.” 

The local effort is one example of the broader University of     

Minnesota Extension programs that they continue to have in Cass 

County. 

 

Submitted by Sharon Schwegel 

Mission Interpreter 
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St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting Minutes 
June 17, 2026 —St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall 

Present: Pastor Leif, Russ Torkelson,              
Ron Wedin, Lewis Schrupp Chuck Forsgren, 
Deen Swart, Shirley Johnson, and Laura Ristow 
Absent: Tonia Kahler 
The meeting was convened at 9:30 a.m. 
Devotions: Pastor Leif 
President’s Opening Prayer 
Mission Statement: “Proclaiming and serving 
Christ in the Heartland and beyond” 
 
Additions to Agenda –  
Secretary’s Minutes – MSP to accept as          
printed. 
Treasurer’s Report – MSP to accept as printed.  
Pastor’s Report – in newsletter 
 
Committee Reports: 
Property report – included in the newsletter. 
Tech team report – included in newsletter.  
WELCA report – included in the newsletter. 
 
Old and Ongoing Business: 
1. Chuck reported on the electronic sign. Cost 

to restore and relocate the sign is                  
approximately $16,500 (not including any 
repairs that may be needed). Motion was 
made and seconded for Council to make a 
recommendation to congregation not to        
restore the sign, but to replace it with a      
stationary wooden sign. Design of sign is in 
progress. The congregation will make the 
decision at a special congregation meeting to 
be held in August. 

2. Review current Membership List to            
determine if updates are needed. Deen, 
Shirley and Tonia have volunteered to work 
on this. Ron Wedin is working on a power 
point presentation to provide a brief review 
on the use of the Church Directory. Ongoing 

3. Funding of activities. Discussion on how/by 
which committee different activities/events  

      are funded determined that we have an      

opportunity for improvement to document        
responsibilities. Chuck to speak with committee 
chairs and provide feedback at a future meeting. 
Ongoing. 
1. The Columbarium Committee is busy          

updating their bylaws. Once complete they 
will submit to the Council for approval.        
Ongoing 

 
New Business:  
1. Council approved St. Paul’s sponsoring of 

the Kids Fishing Contest on July 21st. Will 
need volunteers to help with hot dogs,     
fishing, etc. Please wear God’s Work Our 
Hands shirts. 

2. St Paul’s will once again participate in the 
Parade on July 14th. Chuck has provided a 
trailer for the float and Diane Zaske is       
working on decorations. The float theme is 
“God Bless America” in honor of the 250th 
anniversary. Volunteers are needed to ride 
the float and hand out candy. 

 
 
Upcoming Events: 

Parade July 14 
Country Fair July 15 
Blood Drive August 18 
God’s Work Our Hands (Burger Bash)–   

September 13, 2026 
   
 
Devotions for next meeting – Deen Swart 
Next Council Meeting Date – July 8, 2026         
@ 9:30 (due to conflict with Country Fair) 
Meeting adjourned with The Lord’s Prayer at 
10:24 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted by Laura Ristow for 
Tonia Kahler, council secretary 

Church Council 
Meeting minutes 
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Congregation Members and Friends, 
 

As we age, so does our ability to complete tasks we used be able to do quickly and efficiently. And sometimes 

it takes two of us to do the job we used to do by ourselves.  Our congregation is also aging and experiencing 

the very same issue.  We have also lost a couple of key ‘doers’ over the past year.  As a result, we have several 

service opportunities for members and/or friends of the congregation.  Below is a list of these opportunities. 

 

• Altar Guild - assists with communion distribution, changing of paraments, care of plants and flowers for 

the altar, as well as ordering supplies and care of the sacristy.   

 

• Kitchen Coordinators – Acts as lead kitchen worker for funerals and special events. This is a rotating     

position with enough volunteers. 

 

• Funeral Hosts/Hostesses – Prepares the family waiting room (coffee, water, treats, tissues, etc.), assist the 

family with any needs, assist out of town family in navigating the Church, assist funeral director as needed, 

clean up family room, etc. This is a rotation position with enough volunteers. 

 

• Sunday Morning Host/Hostesses – Make coffee, provid treats for the social time before and after church 

and clean up. There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall. 

 

• Tech Team – Assists with all things Tech on Sunday morning.  (Ask Chuck)   

 

All these opportunities are available right NOW!  If you are feeling called to help, grab a friend to join you in 

serving.  It’s more fun to work alongside others.  Please reach out to one of the council members with any 

questions and for additional information.  Also, please know that you will never be serving alone and you will 

always be trained in whatever task you take on. 

 

Thank You. 

Your Council 

 

Ron Wedin  Russ Torkelson  Shirley Johnson 

Tonia Kahler  Lewie Schrupp  Chuck Forsgren 

Laura Ristow  Deen Swart   Pastor Leif 

  Save the Date 

Country Fair 

July 15, 2026 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  
WELCA MEETING MINUTES JUNE 11, 2026  

The Country Fair Donations 
Are you spring cleaning? Bring your “Nearly New” no longer used items to             

St. Paul’s Country Fair July 15th. It’s our 42nd Annual Country Fair and we expect 

a big crowd! Thanks for your help!  

Date: Thursday, June 11, 9:30 am  
Hostess:  Shirley Johnson  
Bible Study Leader:  Diane Zaske  
Number attending: 10  
 
Following the Bible study President Diane Zaske 
opened the meeting by leading the group in the 
Statement of Purpose and the Mission Statement. 
Treasurer’s Report: MSP  
Secretary’s Report: MSP  
Quilting Report:  
Prayer Shawls:   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
1. Discussed Country Fair updates  
2. Passed thank you notes received from various 

recipients of donations.  
3. Diane Zaske and Sharon Schwegel will attend 

Living Waters conference June 15-16  
4. 3 quilts and 60 school kits will be brought to 

convention  
5. Encourage members to sign up for Bible Study 

leader and Hostess for remainder of 2026  

NEW BUSINESS  
1. Camp Knutson accepts donations of quilts for 

their auction – need to be there by July 1st.     
Diane and Shirley can deliver it.  

2. Passed around sign up and Country Fair flyers to 
be placed in area businesses after July 4th.  

3. Looking for items to bring to Conference for  
Silent Auction or Buy it Now sales.  

 
Next Meeting: July 9th, 2026  
 
Coffee Hostess: Deloris Ressen 
Bible Study Leader: Laura Ristow  
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Laura Ristow, Secretary  
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Plants and Crafts 
The Country Fair July 15th is 

a great place for you to bring 

some plant cuttings or garden 

décor. We’d also appreciate 

your crafts and wood      

working projects.                       

Drop them off: 

Sun. July 12th or on                 

Mon. 13th 9:00—5:00          

Tues 14th 9:00—12:00 

St Paul’s Bakers 
St Paul’s is well known for the         

scrumptious baked items we sell. We 

would appreciate pies, cakes, breads, 

coffees, muffins, cookies, snacks, all 

those sweet things people love to buy at 

bake sales. Our Country Fair on Wed., 

July 15th always has a great bake sale. 

We Appreciate your contributions. 

From the Country Fair Committee 
Some changes are coming to the nearly new sale at our Country Fair this year. Instead of 

marking hundreds of items for as little as a quarter each, and after observing how other 

churches are handling their sales, we will move to having most items as free will offering.  

Beginning June 1st, you can bring nearly new donations.  There will be tables set up to   

receive them in the Fellowship Hall.  You can also drop them off Monday July 13 from 9 

am to 4 pm or Tuesday July 14 from 9 am to 12 pm. 

More valuable items will be priced. If you are donating items that you feel strongly should 

be priced at a certain amount, please mark them yourself and that is how they will be         

offered at the sale. 

Please pick up your donated items that didn’t sell.   

Thank you for your consideration. 

Quilt Raffle Tickets 
$2.00 raffle tickets can be purchased in the 

Narthex for the “Beneath the Stars” quilt. It 

features a classic star pattern, measuring 87”x 

104” professionally machine quilted.     

Drawing for this quilt will be at 2:oo p.m.  

July 15th at St. Paul’s 42nd Annual Country 

Fair. 



School Supplies 
Again this year we will collect school supplies so we 

need your donations of  supplies by Sept 8 so we can 

get an accurate count for assembling project on 

God’s Work Our Hands Sunday SEPTEMBER 13. If 

you can donate any of these items, leave them in the 

Narthex. Thank you! 

Each kits requires: 

Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or narrow 

ruled paper (no loose paper) MOST  

NEEDED We need 240 total! 

One ruler with centimeter markings – may 

have inches on one side 

One pencil sharpener 

One blunt scissors (safety scissors with   

embedded steel blades work well) 

Five black or blue ballpoint pens   

   (no gel ink) 

One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

One large (2 ½ inch) eraser 

St Paul’s Parade Float 

 

We will again have a float for the Sweetheart 

Parade on Tuesday, July 14 at 6 pm.  We 

will be celebrating our nation’s 250th    

birthday with a patriotic float full of red, 

white and blue balloons. Our float is smaller 

this year so no one will be riding on it. BUT 

we do need people to walk along and pass 

out trinkets to all the children along the 

route.                               

We also need people to walk and carry our 

church sign as well as the Country Fair 

sign.  Watch the weekly bulletins for        

decorating time and location. Please let 

Chuck or Diane and Rick Zaske know how 

you can help.  

 

2025 Prade Float  

Pictured Left to right: Rick Z. Chuck F. Diane Z. in the boat Florence K.  

Tammy H. Deen S. 
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Other things    175. 

$36,582.00 Money that women’s groups donated 

locally throughout the year. 

All that has been given in response to world 

needs by all the 131 Churches in the NEMN  

Synod. 

A silent auction was held during our convention 

and $1175.00 was earned. Offering was taken by 

those present as well as the women’s group from 

each church sending an offering. This totaled 

$11,103.00. The women in the churches in 

NEMN Synod are active and busy! 

Submitted  by Diane Zaske  

WELCA President.  

From pg. 1  Convention cont. 



Pickle Making for the Country Fair 

A Message from:                     

Hope Lutheran Church 
Pastor Matt  is inviting any St. Paul’s kids up 

to their Vacation Bible School (VBS). They are 

having Luther Crest counsellors run it.  

Dates are July 6-9  

(Mon – Thursday 9:00 – 3:00)  

9 

July 1st Benefit Meal 

5:00—6:00 p.m. 

 
Menu 

Build your own Burger 

Potato salad 

Chips  

Dessert 

Union Congregational Church 

401 Lake Avenue 

 

All free-will donations will go toward the 

Hackensack Library. 
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Property Committee 
Meeting minutes   Tech Report 

ST. PAUL’S JUNE 2026 PROPERTY 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

TUESDAY JUNE,  9,2026 at 9 am 
 

MEMBERS’ PRESENT: Jim Madland, Dick 
Ristow, Dave Kahler Dan Kniceley,                       
Terry Bergstrom, Jim Jacobson, Lewie Schrupp, 
Russ Torkelson, Shirley Johnson 
 
MEMBERS’ ABSENT: Chuck Forsgren,          
Deloris Ressen, Pastor Leif 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
ELECTRONIC SIGN: Chuck received a verbal 
quotation from the Sign Company indicating the base 
cost to replace our Electronic Sign would be 
$14,300.00; This did not include repair which is   
unknown at this time. Also, an estimate from         
Minnesota Power of $1,200.00 to reconnect plus  
another $l,000,00 for an electrician.  
After a lengthy discussion of the pros and cons, the 
Committee Voted to not accept the verbal         
quotation from the Sign Company.  The sign is 
over 10 years old and the cost of reinstalling has   
increased considerably since we originally asked for 
an estimated cost to reinstall. Therefore, the       
Committee will pass the decision on to Council for 
more discussion.  It will take Council approval and 
consequently a Congregational Approval to pass. 
 
SUBSTITUTE SIGN PROPOSAL: Chuck         
proposed an alternative sign built by a Contractor per 
a sketch he sent on to members of the Property  
Committee and built of wood. He is presently     
waiting for a bid.  Tabled till next month. 
 
COUNTRY FAIR: July 15, 2026   Duties: 26       
tables will be set up on Monday July 13, 2026 by the 
committee.  They will also set up the Canopy and 
tables outside for plants.  Dick will pick up some 
tarps to protect the tables. 
 
TECH TEAM REPORT: Moving forward with 

new sound system. 
 
HANGING MICROPHONES IN SANCTUARY: 
Chuck reported that Dan Hed will install the hanging 
microphones at no cost at his convenience.  Our 
thanks to him. 
 
PRINTER IN TAMMY’S OFFICE:  Waiting for 
pick up from Marco, Dick R. offered to help load the 
machine when they form the arrangements, Chuck 
will follow up. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
PROPERTY INSURANCE:  St. Paul’s has been 
notified by letter from Lutheran Brotherhood Mutual 
informing us that our annual premium will increase 
from $8,500 to $9,560.  We have received              
competitive quotations in the past from other church 
insurance companies and Brotherhood Mutual was 
the best so far.  
   
CHAIRS IN FELLOWSHIP HALL:   Some of the 
dining room chairs in the Fellowship Hall are          
showing wear.  Chuck contacted Up-North           
Upholstery in Remer. Jim Jacobson and Chuck will 
take a chair to them and they will give us a          
quotation. 
 
AIR CONDITIONER IN FELLOWSHIP HALL:  
Dick Ristow will call Advantage Plumbing &    
Heating for a service call.  
 
 

 
Coming Events: 
Country Fair July 15 
St Paul’s sponsor Kids Fishing Contest July 21 
Blood Drive: August 2026 
Burger Bash: September 13, 2026 
 
NEXT MEETING: July 7, 2026 @ 9 AM   due to 
COUNTRY FAIR 



Coming in the Future 

11 

Tech Report 6/12/26 
 

1. We found that we have reached our internet Upload limit on Spectrum so we raised the capacity. This is a 

$30/month raise in cost but was needed to keep streaming. 

2. Dan Hed construction installed 3 new microphones in the Sanctuary.  

3. We are in the process of installing a new mixer in the choir loft to replace the old one and with this the 

microphones, keyboard, and organ can be controlled separately. 

4. We are testing the new wireless microphone system. It has 4 microphones which include 2 lapel           

microphones, and 2 handheld microphones. This replaces our outlawed wireless microphones and gives 

us more flexibility when having visiting pastors and using them during annual meetings and funerals.  

5. We are adjusting the new sound system. Please let us know how the piano, choir and sanctuary singers 

sound! 

6. Chuck is still working on the Policy/Procedures manual. Still gathering and updating existing procedures. 

This is a hardcopy in a 3-ring binder kept in the Conference room. And it is in our Media2 folder for   

storage. More to come on this.  

7. The next steps for the sound system are:  

a.  Run Cat 6 cables to the extension mixers in Choir loft, and Chancel. 

b.  Install a new mixer at the Chancel. This allows us to adjust individually the keyboard, front 

  microphones, and instruments that would be used.  

 

Many Thanks to Mike, Tammy, Tim, and Kim for all your efforts!  

If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions please don’t hesitate to contact me.         

Chuck Forsgren 402-525-1127 

St. Paul’s Fishing Contest and 

Hotdog Stand 

It’s our turn to help Tuesday July 21st 

from 10:15—1:15. We need a few people 

to help grill, put hotdogs in buns and serve 

pop. If you can help, wear your yellow 

GWOH, T- Shirts and meet at the fishing 

dock. 

God’s Work, Our Hands. Sunday and 

Burger Bash August 13th 

 
Come and join in a time of fellowship, fun and 

service to others. AND you get to eat too! More 

information Will be coming in next month’s   

issue of the Newsletter and in August weekly 

bulletins. 



Happy Fourth of July St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA 

Our Congregation is centered 

upon the person of Jesus Christ 

our Lord, Head of the Church 

and of this congregation. As 

members of Christ’s Church, 

we seek to be His disciples as 

we serve each other, members 

of our community, and His 

Church throughout the world. 

“Proclaiming and Serving 

Christ in the Heartland and 

beyond” 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA 

Mailing  Address 

P.O. Box  307 

Hackensack, MN 56452 

Physical Address 

220 Third St.  

Hackensack, MN 56452 
 

Phone: 218-675-6335 

Website: stpaulselcahackensack.org 

Email: 

stpauls@stpaulselcahackensack.org 

In observance of the fourth 

 the Church Office is closed  

July 3rd 


